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fear, and the forces that tell in favor of war are the belief
in national honor and common humanity."

The pre-war portion of the correspondence closes with
this despondent view of the situation as it appeared to him
on April 7,1898: "If you are puzzled you can imagine the
bitter wrath and humiliation which I feel at the absolute
lack of plans. We have our plans in the Navy, and beyond
that there is? absolutely nothing. The President doesn't
know what message he will send in or what he will do if we
have war."

Four days later, April 11, 1898, President McKinley, left
with no alternative by the obviously tricky conduct of the
Spanish government in proposing an armistice which was a
sham on its face, made up his mind that war was inevitable,
and sent a message to Congress asking it to empower him
to end hostilities in Cuba and to secure the establishment
of a stable government "capable of maintaining order and
observing its international obligations." Congress, after
full discussion, adopted, on April 19, joint resolutions de-
claring the people of Cuba free and independent, demand-
ing the surrender of all Spanish authority in the island, and
directing and empowering the President to enforce the
resolutions by using the full land and naval forces of the
United States. Spain declared war formally on April 24,
and the United States did the same on April 25.